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Dear Parents and Guardians:

In enrolling your child in a Catholic School, you agree to certain important responsibilities.
These include:

1. to be a partner with the school in the education of your child.

2. to understand and support the Catholic mission and identity of the school.

3. toread all communications from the school and to request clarification
when necessary.

4. to know who your child’s teachers are and to observe parent-teacher conference

dates and any special requests for meetings.

to discuss concerns and problems with the person(s) most directly involved.

6. to be as actively involved as you can be in the life of the school and to
volunteer assistance when possible.

7. to promote your school and to speak well of it to others.

8. to meet your financial obligations in a timely manner and to support the
fundraising efforts of the school when possible.

9. to appreciate that Catholic education is a privilege that many persons do not
have.

10. to keep the school updated regarding your child’s health conditions and to
provide current physician’s orders and required medications in a timely manner.

11. to provide the school with any updates regarding a change in family life or
living conditions (divorce, change in custody or change in address or phone
contacts). 12. to maintain a professional and respectful demeanor in all
interactions with faculty and staff. Any form of intimidation, whether through
verbal or written communication, is strictly prohibited.

)]

We welcome you to Monsignor Slade Catholic School. The entire school community pledges
its support to you. May Jesus, the model of all teachers, be our encouragement in this
important ministry of Catholic education.

Sincerely,

Mr. Cameron Stehle
Principal



Right to Amend Handbook

As per page 11, we reserve the right to amend the Parent & Student Handbook at any time. As chang
es in the policies occur, the online handbook will be updated. Changes will be highlighted. It is the
responsibility of the parent or guardian to regularly review the handbook for any updates.
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Foundational Documents

Archdiocese of Baltimore Catholic Schools
Mission Statement

Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Baltimore provide a Christ-centered education that is
academically excellent and empowers students to reach their full potential—spiritually, intellectually,
physically, socially, and morally.

Fostered through robust collaboration among all stakeholders, the mission is accomplished through
accountable leadership at all levels, ongoing and coordinated strategic planning, centralized
efficiencies, and financial stability.

Monsignor Slade Catholic School
Mission Statement

Rooted in Catholic faith and committed to academic excellence, Monsignor Slade Catholic School is
dedicated to forming the whole child to know, love, and be a disciple of Christ.

Belief Statements

We believe in the value and dignity of each person and the importance of accepting and
nurturing children from all backgrounds.

We believe that the knowledge of religious truth and values is necessary to respond to the
Church’s call to meet local, national, and global needs.

We believe that the school, in partnership with parents, promotes students’ development and
awareness of their relation with God and others.

We believe a nurturing and safe environment is essential for learning.

We believe in encouraging critical thinking, leadership, and civility, by providing learning opportu
nities that meet the needs of the developing person.

Accreditation

Monsignor Slade Catholic School is accredited by Cognia through June 2027. In accordance with
standards set by the Archdiocese of Baltimore, Monsignor Slade Catholic School met the requirements
established by the Cognia Accreditation Commission and Board of Trustees and was thereby accredited
by the SACS Council on Accreditation and School Improvement.

History

Ground was broken at the site of Holy Trinity School in October 1952, and construction was begun in
May 1953. On Sunday, June 20,1954, the official dedication of the school was held with the Most
Reverend Francis P. Keough, DD, presiding and the Rev. Michael W. Hyle as featured speaker. Opening
day, September 7, 1954, saw a student enroliment of 504 and a staff of six Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur assisted by three lay teachers.

With the division of Holy Trinity Parish into four separate and independent parishes, the parochial
affiliation of the school was no longer practical. In July, 1973, the Northern Anne Arundel Regional
Catholic School was organized under the Archdiocesan Board of Education, using the facilities of the
Holy Trinity school-convent education complex and serving the parishes of Good Shepherd (Glen
Burnie), Crucifixion (Glen Burnie), St. Bernadette (Severn), Our Lady of the Fields (Millersville), and St.
Joseph (Odenton), as well as Holy Trinity (Glen Burnie). During the 1977-78 school year, St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton (Crofton) became the seventh member of the Regional School parishes. During the 1991-92
school year, Our Lady of the Chesapeake (Pasadena), became the eighth member of the Regional
School parishes. In 1994 -95 St. Lawrence Martyr (Jessup), became our ninth parish.



The parishes of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. Joseph, and Our Lady of the Fields disincorporated with
Monsignor Slade Catholic School in 2001 to form a new regional school which serves families in the
southern part of Anne Arundel County.

Renamed the Arthur Slade Regional Catholic School by Lawrence Cardinal Shehan at dedicatory
ceremonies on February 24, 1974, the school continued its fine tradition of service to the people of
Anne Arundel County, providing a religious-oriented education for kindergarten and grades 1 through
8 in the primary, intermediate and middle school levels. Since 1975, a state-approved Edu-Care
Center has functioned providing services for 3-4 year olds. The expansion of the Edu-Care center in
the fall of 1994 brought the addition of a part-time nursery school program for children ages 2-4. In
the fall of 2014, a full day two year-old program was established.

A major renovation of the school auditorium was completed in 2004 in honor of the 50th anniversary.
The school was re-named Monsignor Slade Catholic School in 2004 to honor the priestly ministry of its
founder.

In 2018, the parishes of Crucifixion, Good Shepherd and Holy Trinity merged into one parish, named
Christ the King Catholic Church.

The year 2019 marked the 65th anniversary of the school. Monsignor Slade is proud of its continuing
reputation for academic excellence in Anne Arundel County.

Monsignor Slade Catholic School stands today as a living tribute to the faith and foresight of its found
er, Msgr. Arthur C. Slade, pastor of Holy Trinity Parish from 1946 to 1968.A vision of the necessity of
Catholic education for the children of his parish was a compelling force motivating his life. Monsignor
Slade died on November 12, 1971. The school personnel and parent communities strive to develop a
quality, faith-filled program in tribute to the legacy passed on by Monsignor Slade.

School Colors: Green and White

School Mascot: Roadrunner

Regional Parishes of MSCS

Christ the King Catholic Church
126 Dorsey Road

Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Rev. Austin Murphy, Pastor
410-766-5070

Church of St. Bernadette
801 Stevenson Road
Severn, MD 21144

Rev. Austin Murphy, Pastor
410-969-2783

Our Lady of the Chesapeake Church

8325 VVentnor Road Church of St. Jane Frances de

Chantal
PRasadSenal,qMDHZﬂkzli 8499 Virginia Avenue
ev. Stephen Hook,Pastor Pasadena, MD 21122

410-255-3677 Rev. Stephen Hook, Pastor

Church of St. Lawrence 410-255-4646

Martyr 7850 Parkside Blvd.
Hanover, MD 21076

Rev. Tom Dymowski, O.SS.T., Pastor
410-799-1970



MSCS School Board Members

Mrs. Mary Helfrich, Board Chair Mr. John Olson, Board Member
Mrs. Maria D’Ambrosio, Vice Chair Ms. Evelyn Posey, Board Member
Rev. Austin Murphy, Pastoral Rep Mr. Antonio Alaimo Board Member

Mrs. Molly LeQuang, Board Member Mrs. Lisa Lally Board Member

Foundress of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namuir,

Saint Julie Billiart
“Making Known God’s Goodness”

Saint Julie Billiart, was born in Cuvilly, France, on July 12, 1751. Julie gave evidence of her future
apostolate, when playing school as youngsters are wont to do, she actually taught her friends the
catechism and hymns. As a teenager, Julie even instructed the reapers in the fields, answering their
questions and explaining many truths of faith. Despite paralysis, which claimed Julie while still in her
teens, she continued, gathering the children of the neighborhood around her bedside to hear the
Word of God. During the French Revolution and its aftermath Julie was hounded from village to
village as Public Enemy Number One because of her steadfastness in adhering to the true faith, and
her 'wickedness' in instilling that faith into the hearts of others.

It was during this tragic time that Julie was given a vision of her future work. In ecstasy she beheld
the crucified Christ surrounded by a group of women dressed in a religious habit she had never seen
before. A voice proclaimed that these would one day be her daughters, going all over the world to
teach little children to know and love the good God. The fulfillment of such a prophecy seemed
impossible but the earnest prayers of a missionary priest, who implored the Sacred Heart of Jesus
for Julie's cure, proved effective. Henceforth every ounce of her newborn strength was used for
God's glory. When it became possible to teach the faith openly again, missionary priests conducted
missions throughout France. Julie was asked to prepare the women and the children for the
sacraments. So successful was this endeavor that more and more parishes requested her
assistance. Meanwhile, a noble lady, Mademoiselle Francois Blin de Bourdon, who had escaped an
appointment with the guillotine by the timely fall of Robespierre, offered her fortune and services to
Julie, to be used in furthering the work of the apostolate. Together they opened a small school for the
poor children of the district, and gradually other young ladies sought to join them. It was then that
their spiritual director suggested the formation of a religious congregation. On February 2, 1804, the
first vows were taken, thus officially giving birth to the new institute and shaping the fulfillment of
Julie's vision.

Many pastors sought to obtain the help of Julie's Sisters in rebuilding their scattered flocks. Bishops
of other dioceses added their entreaties. Julie's immediate superior, however, looked with disfavor
upon this branching out of the institute. Julie felt the necessity of being true to her vision, but cost
what it might, obedience to authority was ever her watchword. After many misunderstandings and
vicissitudes, which virtually amounted to persecution, including the expulsion of the Sisters from
their

native France, the obstacles were gradually cleared away by Divine Providence. Today we find the
Sisters of Notre Dame on every continent.

The order in the United States has spread from the first Ohio Convent in 1840 to six provinces in the
United States.

Julie Billiart was beatified in 1906 by Pope Saint Pius X and canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1969.
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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

‘How good is the good God’ is the maxim of St. Julie Billiart, foundress of the Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur (SND) in 1804. St. Julie envisioned her Sisters as teachers proclaiming God’s goodness
while addressing students’ individual needs. Believing as St. Julie did that children must be taught
what they need to know for life, the Sisters of Notre Dame are committed to the following tenets: -
Proclaiming the goodness of God

- Creating unique communities

- Providing opportunities for life-long learning

- Cultivating global perspectives

- Cultivating respect for the human dignity of every person, especially the poor

While the SND order no longer oversees Monsignor Slade Catholic School, we espouse these
noble calls as part of our mission to promote Catholic faith and intellectual development in our
students.
Faculty 2024-2025
Administration:
Mr. Cameron Stehle, Principal
Mrs. Laura Briggs, Assistant Principal

Support Staff:
Mrs. Sharon Wible, Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Suzanne Peters, Director of Edu-Care and Extended Care
Mrs. Jessica Palumbo, Advancement Director
Mrs. Joanna Buchanan, Admissions Director
Ms. Karyn Valero, Receptionist
Mr. Cody Campion, Educational Technology Assistant
Mrs. Holly Novotny, Business Manager
Mr. Mike Sutor, Facilities Director
Mr. Lee Schwarzenberg, Maintenance
Student Resource Staff:
Ms. Joscelyn Albaugh, Registered Nurse
Mrs. Stephanie Holmberg, Registered Nurse
Mrs. Andrea Burke, School Counselor
Ms. Gina Judge, Resource Specialist

Mrs. Laura Briggs, Resource Specialist
Special Area Teachers:

Mrs. Dorothy D'Anna, Art

Mrs. Kathleen Oleszczuk,  Technology/STEM Specialist

Ms. Linda Abrams, Media Spec./PowerSchool Local Admin
Ms. Mallory Martel, Physical Education

Mrs. Michelle Bozek, Spanish (gr. 4-8)

Mr. Wes Osment, Band Director, Instrumental Music Program

Edu-Care Center:

Part Time Pre-Kindergarten 2

Childcare Teacher-Mrs. Beth Barnes
Pre-Kindergarten 2 Full-Day

Childcare Teacher—Mrs. Julie Browne
Part Time Pre-Kindergarten 3

Childcare Teacher— Mrs. Tiffany Prosser
Pre-Kindergarten 3 Full-Day

Childcare Teacher—Ms. Carlise Brooks



Classrooms:

Pre-Kindergarten 4
Teacher—Mrs. Rebecca Padencov Room 107
I.A.—Mrs. Taylor Adams
Teacher—Ms. Michele Cameron Room 109
[.A.— Mrs. Cheryl Wieland

Kindergarten
Teacher—Mrs. Natalie McFarlane Room 106
I.A.—Mrs. Shelda Flanagan
Teacher—Ms. Bridget Kilkelly Room 108
[.LA—Mrs. Terri Cosey

1st Grade
Teacher—Mrs. Lori Fertetta Room 102
I.A.— Ms. Carole Patterson
Teacher—Miss Alyssa Palazzo Room 103
I.A.— Mrs. Michele Gardiner

2nd Grade
Teacher— Mrs. Tasia Schmitz Room 104
I.A.—Mrs. Janet Fenwick
Teacher— Mrs. Melissa Wolfrey Room 105
I.A.—Mrs. Jessica Vargas

3rd Grade
Teacher—Mrs. Kristi Ogilvie Room 208
I.A.—Mrs. Rae Horner
Teacher—Mrs. Beverly Winter Room 210
I.A.—Mrs. Rita Zienkiewicz

4th Grade
Teacher—Mrs. Lisa Benitez Room 206
Teacher—Mrs. Victoria Fuecker Room 204

5th Grade
Teacher—Mrs. Kelly Johnson Room 202
Teacher—Mrs. Gina Herbert Room 203
I.LA.—Gr. 4-5—Mrs. Lynn Brennan

6th Grade
Teacher—Mrs.Cheryl Lemanski Room 304
Teacher—NMrs. Lisa Urbas Room 305

7th Grade

Teacher—Ms. Katie Cortina Room 307
Teacher—Mrs. Megan Davis Room 306

8th Grade
Teacher—Mr. Joseph Bauer Room 311 & Room 404
Teacher—Ms. Lisa Jaklitsch Room 310
Teacher—Ms. Heather Kittiver Room 308
I.A.—Gr. 6-8—Mrs. Christina Page
I.A. & Student Support Specialist—Gr. 6-8—Ms. Lauren Niccolini
9



Monsignor Slade Catholic School
Monsignor Slade Catholic School, as a school in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, fulfills and adheres
to federal, state, and local government requirements for non-public schools.

Status of Students

Monsignor Slade Catholic School prohibits discrimination, including harassment, on the basis of
sex, race, color, and/or national or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admission
policies, scholarships and financial aid, and other school administered programs. The school reserves the
right to deny attendance to anyone whose behavior is contrary to the teachings and ideals of the school,
or whose behavior or attitude is disruptive to the functioning of the student body. The school reserves the
right to amend the Parent & Student Handbook. Parents and legal guardians will be notified promptly of
any changes.

Student Records
Student records are maintained in the school office or a designated administrative area. Access to
records is governed by the records policy.

Records Policy (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

Monsignor Slade Catholic School complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA), which is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. In general,
FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to education records. (The rights granted to parents
under FERPA automatically pass to the student when the student turns 18 or enrolls in college.) These
rights and related procedures of Monsignor Slade Catholic School are as follows:

* Parents have the right to inspect and review the student’s education records maintained by the School.
Parents should submit to the school Registrar a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish
to inspect. The School will make arrangements for access and notify the parent of the time and place
where the records may be inspected.

+ Parents have the right to request that the School correct records they believe are inaccurate,
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights. Parents who wish to request an
amendment of the student’s records should write to the Principal and clearly identify the part of the
record they believe is inaccurate or misleading and the information they believe should be included
in a correct record. If the School decides not to amend the record as requested, the School will notify
the parent of the decision and the parent’s right to request a hearing.

* Parents generally have the right to consent in writing to disclosures of information from a student's
education record. However, there are certain exceptions to the consent requirement, including
disclosures under the following conditions:

+ To School officials who have a legitimate educational interest in the information. A school official is a
person employed by the School or the Archdiocese as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or
support staff member (including health or medical staff); a person or company with whom the School
has contracted to provide a service (e.g., attorney); or a parent or student serving on an official
committee,
such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his/her
tasks. A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education
record in order to fulfill his/her professional responsibilities or duties to the School. ¢ To other schools
to which a student is transferring.
¢ In connection with financial aid under certain circumstances.
¢ To specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes.
¢ To organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school.
¢ To accrediting organizations.
¢ In order to comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena.
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¢ To appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies.

* Non-custodial parents, in the absence of a court order to the contrary, will be provided access to the
educational or legal agreement records and other school-related information regarding the student.
It is the responsibility of the custodial parent to provide the school with an official copy of any court
orders or legal agreements regarding access to educational records. The school reserves the right to
notify the custodial parent of any request to review records.

The school also may disclose appropriately designated “directory information” without written consent
unless a parent objects in writing. The primary purpose of directory information is to allow the School to
include this type of information in certain publications. Examples of such publications include the parent
directory, showing the student’s role in a drama production, the annual yearbook, honor roll or other
recognition lists, graduation programs, and sports activity sheets.

The school has designated the following as directory information:
+ Student’s name

* Address

* Telephone listing

* Electronic mail address

* Grade level

* Participation in officially recognized activities and sports

Parents who do not want the school to disclose the above directory information without their prior
written consent must notify the administrative assistant in writing by September 15th of the current
school year.

* A log must be maintained of each request for access to and each disclosure of education record
information other than disclosure to parents or students 18 or older or school officials. The log
should contain the name of the person, the date, and the legitimate interests the person had in
requesting or obtaining the information.

* Parents have the right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged
failures by Monsignor Slade Catholic School to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name
and address of the Office that administers FERPA are: Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S.
Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20202-8520.

Parental mplian

In cases of disregard of the direction of staff members, threats or threatening behavior, serious or
repeated noncompliance with school policies or procedures, or other demonstrated lack of support or
cooperation, whether by parent, child or other family member, the administration reserves the right to
withdraw child/children from the school and/or Edu-Care/Extended Care. Depending on the severity of
the breach of partnership with the school, parents or other family members may be prohibited from
entering the campus.

Right to Amend the Handbook
Monsignor Slade Catholic School reserves the right to amend the Parent & Student Handbook at any

time. As changes in the policies occur, the online handbook will be updated. Changes will be highlighted.
This Parent & Student Handbook is an informative booklet for parents and students setting forth the rules
and policies of the school and is not intended as an expressed or implied contract.

l. Admissions

Non-discriminatory Policy
“It is the policy of the State of Maryland that all public and publicly funded schools and school programs

operate in compliance with:

(1) Title VI of the Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964; and
11



(2) Title 26, Subtitle 7 of the Education Article of the Maryland Code, which states that public and
publicly funded schools and programs may not:

i. Discriminate against a current student, a prospective student, or the parent or guardian of a
current or prospective student on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion, sex, age, national
origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability;

ii. Refuse enrollment of a prospective student, expel a current student, or withhold privileges from
a current student, a prospective student, or the parent or guardian of a current or prospective
student because of an individual’s race, ethnicity, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, marital
status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability; or
iii. Discipline, invoke a penalty against, or take any other retaliatory action against a student or parent
or guardian of a student who files a complaint alleging that the program or school discriminated
against the student, regardless of the outcome of the complaint.”

The State of Maryland does not require a nonpublic school that is religiously affiliated to enroll, retain, or
extend privileges to a student or prospective student who does not meet the usual and regular qualifications,
requirements, and standards of the program or school or to adopt any rule, regulation, or policy that conflicts
with the program or school’s religious or moral teachings provided that the denial, rule, regulation, or policy is
not based on discrimination on the grounds of race, ethnicity, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, marital
status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability. Requests for reasonable accommodations for a
student with a disability may be directed to the administration or the school counselor.

The following are requirements of admission to Monsignor Slade Catholic School:

+ Children entering any grade level, particularly preschool and Kindergarten, must be the appropriate

age that will enable them to comply with MSDE regulations regarding entrance to school. * Educational

readiness is the primary criterion in determining the acceptance of a student into the Kindergarten

program. Children entering Kindergarten must be in compliance with Maryland regulations regarding

age of readiness.

* An admissions test will be administered to children entering grades Pre-K4 - 8.

* The birth certificate and baptismal certificate for Catholic applicants must be presented to complete
application, prior to admission.

* The Parish Verification Form for Catholic applicants must be filled out by the pastor and must contain
his signature and the parish stamp.

* The child’s physician must complete a Medical Evaluation Form and Maryland Immunization
Certificate DHMG 896.

* Written permission to obtain previous school’s records is to be given.

* In case of foreign-born students, immigration documentation is required.

* If a student has been identified through Child Find or has an existing IEP or 504 Plan, a copy must be
provided to the school at the time of application.

* Children in the Pre-K4 program MUST be potty-trained.

Priority of Admissions

Acceptance of new students in grades Pre-K2 - 8 is based on the completion of all admission
requirements, the results of admissions testing (students grades K-8) and possible openings in the following
priority: 1. Siblings of current students

2. Catholic parishioners of any of the incorporated parishes

3. Catholic students transferring from other Catholic schools

4. Catholic students transferring from a non-Catholic school

5. Non-Catholic students
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Please note: Siblings of students already attending Slade are given priority of admission if parents have
applied during the period of re-registration for their current student(s). If a parent applies after the
re-registration deadline of January 6, 2025, priority of admission will be given only if seats are available in the

applicant’s grade level.

Registration for New Students
Registration for Monsignor Slade Catholic School is based on a rolling admissions process. Applications

are completed online. New students for grades Pre-K-8 will pay application and testing fees of $100.00 (non
refundable). Incoming 8th grade students will be assessed a graduation fee of $145. This fee will be added
to your FACTS account. Potential applicants are encouraged to attend our Open Houses on November 11,

2024, and February 2, 2025.

Please note: Applications for siblings of current students should also be submitted during the re
registration time period to be given priority of admission.

Application Process
Applications for students in grades Pre-K2 - 8 can be found online at:
https://msladeschool.fsenrollment.com

The following procedure is required to complete an application for admission:

* Provide student’s birth certificate, baptismal certificate (if applicable), and parish verification form (if

applicable) by uploading through the SchoolAdmin parent portal or by hard copy to the school office. *

The parish verification form for Catholic applicants must be completed by the parish office and must

contain an official signature with the Church seal/stamp.

* Provide copies of most recent final report cards (students entering grade three and up must submit the
three most recent final report cards), standardized tests, and any IEP or 504 plans by upload or in hard
copy form at the time of application.

+ A non-refundable $100 application fee is required and is submitted online.

Upon admission, the following documentation is necessary to complete the

enrollment process: 1. MSDE Emergency Form (OCC 1214).

2. Maryland Health Inventory Form (OCC 1215).

3. Maryland Immunization Certificate (DHMH 896) completed by the student’s physician.
4. Technology Acceptable Use/Media Release

5. Written permission to obtain the previous school’s records must be given.

6. In the case of foreign-born students, immigration documentation is required.

7. Custody papers must be supplied, if applicable.

Student Placement
Upon admission, students will be academically placed using the following criteria:

* MSCS placement test results

* Prior report cards or progress reports

+ Standardized test results

* Teacher recommendations from sending school

Class Size
Class sizes at Monsignor Slade Catholic School are set forth as follows: Based on the current

circumstances to include registration demands, classroom capacity, and fiscal requirements, the maximum
class size of Kindergarten is 25 students, grades 1-5 is 27 students, and grades 6-8 shall be 30 students per
classroom. However, the principal has the authority to deviate from the standard class size.
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Il. New Students
Probation Policy

All new students are continually evaluated throughout their first year. If during this time the school is
unable to meet the needs of the student(s), the parent(s) will be asked to place their child(ren) in another
school. Such recommendation would occur only after conferences with the parent(s) and after exhausting

all other methods of help.

lll. Level Placement for Instruction

Monsignor Slade Catholic School delivers its instructional program and curriculum in concert with the
Archdiocese of Baltimore Curriculum Standards and the regulations of the Maryland State Department of
Education for non-public schools.

Students are grouped in all grades, Pre-K4-8, for instruction. In grades Pre-K4-8, whole group and small
group instruction is given. Small groups are fluid and are organized for instruction, skill reinforcement, and/or
enrichment. At the end of grade 2, students are grouped by ability for grade 3. Mathematics is emphasized in
the grouping process. Students are grouped as approaching, on, and beyond.

Children are placed for instruction using the following criteria:
1. Standardized test results, to include the pre-HSPT and Algebra Readiness test for 7th graders
2. Grades
3. End-of-year tests in grades K-6
4. Teacher judgment
5. Work habits
6. Motivation
7. Maturity

Group assignments are reviewed regularly by the faculty and administration to assure that the instructional
needs of each student are being met. Students may be re-assigned as deemed necessary by the
administration in consultation with the teachers; although re-assignment will not occur until mid-first trimester
or later. A pattern of academic performance must be established before re-assignment will be considered.
Grouping is done for academic reasons and will only be changed for that reason.

IV. School Curriculum

Educational Programs
The educational community of Monsignor Slade Catholic School is committed to the total Christian

education of the child. It serves children from 2-year-old preschool through eighth grade. In addition to
full-time classroom teachers in grades Pre-K4-8, the faculty consists of full-time instructional assistants in
preschool, and part-time instructional assistants in grades K-8. Additional faculty and staff includes teachers
for physical education, music, art, library, computer, and Spanish, as well as two resource teachers, a school

counselor, and a registered nurse.

In order to provide maximum opportunities for learning, the academic structure allows for three divisions,
primary grades (Pre-K4-2), intermediate grades (3-5), and middle school grades (6-8). While each division
functions separately, unity in procedures and policies is maintained through weekly department meetings,
monthly faculty meetings and professional development sessions.

Preschool for Two- and Three-Year-Old Children—Edu-Care Center (see Parent Guidelines on pg. 60)
There are several programs offered at MSCS for two- and three-year-old children. A full-day program is
available for two-year old children during the academic year from September through May. Summer care is
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available for an additional fee. A part-day and a full-day program are available for three-year old children during
the academic year from September through May. Summer care is available for an additional fee. The growth
and developmental needs of early childhood students are addressed through a rich variety of educational
activities and experiences. A warm and accepting atmosphere is created in an effort to instill in each child a
sense of self-worth and love of learning. Children are challenged and are provided opportunities for success as
they explore their environment so that they establish a foundation of healthy attitudes and habits for learning.
Well-planned activities will enable the children to learn about sharing, respecting the needs and rights of others,
following directions, and actively listening. The development of these skills will shape each child into a
responsible and productive student.

Pre-K4 through Grade 8
Instruction

Instruction occurs in both large and small group settings, utilizing differentiated instruction based on
learners' needs. Teachers at Monsignor Slade Catholic School provide instruction based on logically organized
and sequential presentation of material and are encouraged to develop individual styles of teaching. Classroom
instruction is enhanced through cooperative learning, the integration of technology including Ben-Q and other
interactive board technologies; interactive textbooks; Chromebooks; a STEM lab, which includes a computer
lab and a makerspace; as well as document projection systems. The selection of teachers is based upon high
academic, social, and spiritual values and dedication to the teaching ministry. As educational leaders, teachers
project values that are consistent with the philosophy of the school and must be positive role models to the
students.

Curriculum

Curriculum policy is developed under the leadership of the administrators and guided by the
Archdiocese of Baltimore Curriculum Standards and the regulations of the Maryland State Department of
Education for non-public schools. Curriculum content is determined through faculty selection of appropriate
grade level materials. Students at Monsignor Slade Catholic School are instructed with a goal of
developing lifelong learners. The curriculum is as follows:

Pre-K4: Religion and Family Life; Math Readiness; Language and Literacy; Reading
Foundations; Communication Skills; Gross Motor Development; Fine Motor Development; Social
and Emotional Development; Physical Education; Art; Music; Library

Kindergarten: Religion and Family Life; Math Readiness; Language and Literacy; Reading
Foundations; Science; Social Studies; Technology; Physical Education; Art; Music; Library

Grades 1-8: Religion and Family Life; English/Language Arts (Reading, English, Vocabulary, Spelling,
and Writing); Penmanship (K-5); Math; Science; Social Studies; Spanish (4-8); Physical Education;
Music; Art; Library/Media (1-5); Technology

Textbooks

Textbooks are used by teachers as one of many teaching tools that provide resources for student
learning. Therefore, a textbook is not purchased for the sole use of each individual student in every
academic subject area. Sufficient numbers of textbooks are ordered for classroom use and a textbook
may be checked out by the student for individual use at home. Many subjects also incorporate the use of
on-line textbooks.

A current list of textbooks used in grades Pre-K4-8 can be found on the Monsignor Slade Catholic
School website at www.msladeschool.com under the Parent tab. In recent years, the State of Maryland
has funded (based on a per student figure) money for textbook purchases. This funding infuses much
needed income into the budget for purchase of state-approved textbooks. We strongly encourage parents
to write to their representatives in the state legislature to support the continued funding of textbooks for
non -public schools.
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Religion Classes

Religion is required for each year a student attends Monsignor Slade Catholic School. All students
enrolled in Monsignor Slade Catholic School must attend religious classes and services. The School will
always teach and act consistently with the tenets of the Catholic Church.

As directed by the Archbishop of Baltimore, it is the student's home parish which is responsible for the
immediate sacramental preparation. The school is only responsible for the remote sacramental preparation
of the students. Religion classes do not take the place of sacramental preparation, which is completed
through the family‘s parish. Catholic families are responsible to inform their parish of their child/children’s
registration at MSCS. Parishes need to be informed so that the necessary sacramental information can be
forwarded to the parents.

Family Life
An integral part of our faith formation curriculum, we will be teaching Catechesis for Family Life. This

age-appropriate program about Christian living, chastity, character formation, and safe environment training
promotes communication between you and your child. You are encouraged to review the program materials
that the teacher/catechist will be using in the classroom. After examining the program, if you have any
questions or concerns about your child participating in this program, please contact the school’s religion
chairperson.

The primary role of parents in educating their children in human sexuality is certainly recognized.
Parents have the right to decide whether their child/children should participate in this program. Copies of
the text used are available in the library for review. If parents would like to formally request that their
children be excused from human sexuality class, please contact the school office for the appropriate
Archdiocesan

form, which will need to be completed and signed by a parent/guardian.

Field Trips
Field trips are considered an integral part of the school’s educational program and a valuable learning
experience for students. Field trips are scheduled at various times during the school year. In advance of
the scheduled field trip, a permission form, required by the Archdiocesan Department of Catholic Schools,
is sent home outlining all pertinent information for the trip. A student will be permitted to attend the trip only
if the permission form is signed by the parent/guardian and returned to the teacher by the specified date.
The cost for field trips will be processed through your family's FACTS account.

If, for some extraordinary reason, a student is unable to participate, the student is expected to attend
school on that day and fees must still be paid since the rates we are quoted reflect total participation. Work
will be supplied by the teacher(s), and the student will be assigned a classroom in which to work under the
supervision of a staff member. If a student is unable to attend because of illness, we cannot promise a
refund. The teacher must be notified if a child will not participate in the field trip experience. Students who
are kept home from the trip will be marked absent. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) are encouraged to participate as
chaperones on field trips as the need arises. However, because of safety and liability factors, pre-school
siblings and other school-age siblings are not allowed. We do not permit parents not selected as
chaperones to join the group at the trip destination as this creates confusion.

All chaperones are required to complete VIRTUS training.

Report Cards and Interim Reports

Progress Reports will be issued three times a year to students in grades Pre-K4-8. Interim reports will be
issued for students in grades Pre-K3-2 halfway through each trimester. Grades 3-8 will be provided a mid
trimester grade report by the teachers from PowerSchool. It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to
cooperate in remedying situations relating to academic concerns. It is the responsibility of the teacher to
keep parents informed of the student’s academic progress.
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The final progress report of the year will not be released prior to the last day of school.

Monsignor Slade Catholic School uses the standard progress report of the Archdiocese of Baltimore in
grades 3-8, which uses the academic achievement conduct and effort codes as follows:

Letter Grades:
A+=97-100 C+ = 80-84
A =93-96 C=75-79
B+ = 89-92 D =70-74
B = 85-88 E = 69 and below
Archdiocesan Progress Report Grading Codes by Grade Level
Course PreK — 2 Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8
Language Arts Progress Codes  Letter Grade Letter Grade
Math Progress Codes  Letter Grade Letter Grade
Science Progress Codes  Letter Grade Letter Grade
Social Studies Progress Codes  Letter Grade Letter Grade
Religion Progress Codes  Letter Grade Letter Grade
Spanish Progress Codes  Achievement Achievement
Comments Comments
Technology Progress Codes  Achievement Achievement
Comments Comments
Physical Progress Codes Achievement Achievement
Education Comments Comments
Art Progress Codes Achievement Achievement
Comments Comments
Music Progress Codes Achievement Achievement
Comments Comments
All Classes Effort and Conduct Effort and
Conduct
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PreK-Grade 2 Progress Codes

Grade

Description Comments

The student understands the
concept/skills and works with little or
no reinforcement or assistance.

Independent/Proficient

The student shows the ability to
apply the knowledge or perform

skills accurately without
instructional support. Student is

able to do more challenging work.

Progressing

The student’s understanding of
concepts/skills are developing and
are in need of occasional
reinforcement and assistance.

The student is retaining material
and shows the ability to apply the
knowledge or skill with little
instructional support.

Emerging

The student’s understanding of the
concepts/skills are still at the
beginning level and/or need
reinforcement and assistance.

The student is being introduced to
the skill and is beginning to use the
skill in context with extensive
instructional support. The student

needs re-teaching/reinforcement.

NA

Not assessed at this

time
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Grades 3-8 Core Subject Subcategories and Specials
Classes Achievement Comments
Grade Description Grade

I Independent/Proficient 97-100
Vv Very Good Progress 93-96
P Progressing 85-92
S Satisfactory 75-84
N Needs Improvement 70-74
U Unsatisfactory/Not Proficient 1-69
NA Not Assessed at this Time 0

Achievement Comments

I= Independent/Proficient

e Always applies skills or processes with ease and confidence in completing grade
level and above academic performance tasks.

e Always demonstrates a thorough understanding of Archdiocese of Baltimore
grade level appropriate curriculum strands and objectives taught this trimester.

e Always uses knowledge to skillfully communicate complicated ideas and
concepts within the content area.

e Always completes and turns in accurate class work and homework.

V= Very Good Progress
e Consistently applies skills or processes with ease and confidence in completing
grade level appropriate academic performance tasks
e Consistently demonstrates an above average understanding of Archdiocese of
Baltimore grade level appropriate curriculum strands and objectives taught this
trimester
e Consistently demonstrates the ability to use knowledge to effectively

communicate difficult ideas and concepts within the content area
e Consistently completes and turns in above average class work and homework
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G= Good Progress
e Demonstrates above average uses of skills or processes in completing required
grade level and appropriate academic performance tasks
e Demonstrates above average understanding of Archdiocese of
Baltimore grade level appropriate curriculum strands and objectives taught

this trimester

e Demonstrates above average understanding of important information
e Usually accomplishes purposes of academic tasks

e Demonstrates average ability to use required knowledge to

communicate important information.
e Completes and turns in above average class work and homework

S=Satisfactory
e Demonstrates meeting the level of expectation.
e Demonstrates average application of skills or processes required to complete grade level
academic performance tasks
e Demonstrates average understanding of Archdiocese of Baltimore grade level

appropriate curriculum strands and objectives taught this trimester

e Demonstrates average knowledge of important information

e Demonstrates average ability to use required knowledge to communicate ideas
e Completes and turns in average class work and homework

N= Needs Improvement

e Makes many errors when applying skills or processes required to complete grade
level academic performance tasks

e Demonstrates an incomplete understanding of Archdiocese of Baltimore grade
level appropriate curriculum strands and objectives taught this trimester

e Demonstrates an incomplete knowledge of important information

e Unable to use acquired knowledge to correctly communicate important ideas

e Performance is markedly below grade level

e Class work and homework fail to meet teacher criteria

U=Not Progressing

e Unable to perform any understanding of skills or processes required to complete
grade level academic performance tasks

e Demonstrates no understanding of Archdiocese of Baltimore grade level
appropriate curriculum strands and objectives taught during this trimester

e Demonstrates no knowledge of important information

e Unable to use acquired knowledge to correctly communicate ideas

e Class work and homework fail to meet teacher criteria
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Effort & Conduct Achievement Comments
Grade Description Grade
O Outstanding 93-100
G Good 85-92
S Satisfactory 75-84
N Needs Improvement 70-74
U Unsatisfactory 0-69

Effort Comments:

O= Outstanding

e Always exceeds the level of expectation

e Immense amount of effort put forth

e Highest level of class participation

e Class work/project/assignment criteria meets highest standards

G= Good

e Most of the time exceeds the level of expectation

e Admirable amount of effort put forth

e Above average level of class participation

e Class work/project/assignment criteria meet above average standards
S=Satisfactory

e Meets the level of expectation

e Adequate amount of effort put forth

e Adequate level of class participation

e Class work/project/assignment criteria meets standards
N=Needs Improvement

e Below average amount of effort put forth

e Below average level of class participation- almost always called on, rarely volunteers

e Class work/project/assignment criteria sometimes meets standards/not all criteria met
U=Unsatisfactory

e Little or no effort put forth

21



e Little to no class participation- always called on, never volunteers
e Classwork/project/assignment criteria rarely meet standards/criteria barely met
Students failing two or more core subjects may not be advanced to the next grade level.

Conduct Comments

O=Outstanding
e Always exceeds the level of expectation
e Demonstrates highest level of self-control
e Follows classroom rules
e Makes good choices
e Role model to other students

G=Good
e Most of the time exceeds the level of expectation
e Demonstrates self-control, rarely needs reminders
e Follows classroom rules, rarely needs reminders
e Makes good choices, rarely needs redirected

S=Satisfactory
e Meets the level of expectation
e Demonstrates self-control, sometimes needs reminders
e Follows classroom rules, sometimes needs reminders
e Makes good choices, sometimes needs redirection

N=Needs Improvement
e Has trouble demonstrating self-control, needs reminders
e Has trouble following classroom rules, need reminders
e Sometimes has trouble making good choices, needs redirection
U=Unsatisfactory
e Has difficulty demonstrating self-control, needs constant reminders
e Has difficulty following classroom rules, needs constant reminders

e Has difficulty making good choices, needs constant redirection

Achievement Codes Progress Codes (Effort/Conduct)

| Independent O Outstanding

V Very Good G Good

P Progressing S Satisfactory

S Satisfactory N Needs Improvement

N Needs Improvement U Unsatisfactory/Not Progressing

U Unsatisfactory/Not Progressing

Pre-K - grade 2 uses a developmental progress report as approved by the Archdiocese of Baltimore.
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Honor Roll
Students in grades 6-8 who demonstrate high academic achievement and who positively impact the

learning environment are placed on Honor Roll based on the following criteria:

1. Principal’s Honor Roll—All As and Satisfactory or better in all special classes, standards, effort, and
conduct including unstructured time

2. Second Honors—More As than Bs and Satisfactory or better in all special classes, standards, effort, and
conduct including unstructured time

PowerSchool and Parent Access

As a means of further enhancing the meaningful communication between the school and parents/
guardians of our students, Monsignor Slade Catholic School utilizes the Parent Access part of PowerSchool
for students in grades 3-8. Parent Access is intended to inform both student and parent of the student’s
academic progress to date and to show if there is a need for academic improvement. For initial access,
parents will be provided a temporary user id and password and asked to set up an account at arch
balt.powerschool.com/public. The password will not change from year to year Parent Access will be denied
if tuition and fees become delinquent. Early in the school year, parents of students in grade 3, and all new
Slade parents with students in grades 3-8, will receive information as to how to use PowerSchool. The
purpose of this information is to inform parents/guardians how to log on to the PowerSchool server to
access information such as grades and attendance. At the New Parent and Back-to-School Nights, the

following issues will be explained more fully:

* Confidentiality of your username and password.

* Security of the information contained on the PowerSchool servers.

* Reliability, as with all technology, a PowerSchool server may not be available to be accessed from
time to time.

* A unique username and password for each child will be provided by PowerSchool and distributed by
the school administration.

DISCLAIMER: Parent Access to PowerSchool is provided as a convenience. Grades and other information
provided by this system are not official records and may or may not be accurate. Neither the School, the
Archdiocese of Baltimore, nor PowerSchool Group, LLC, accept any responsibility for information provided
by this system and/or for any damages resulting from information provided by this system. To obtain official
grades and student records, or to request correction of information on the system, please contact the

School.

cl Status. P i | Retenti
+ Students are promoted to the next grade upon successful completion of all subjects in a given year. « A
final year average in a subject less than 70% constitutes a failure of that subject. The subject must be
successfully repeated through a private, approved tutor, or through Anne Arundel County Public Schools
before the student may be readmitted to Monsignor Slade Catholic School for the following year. An 8th
grade student who fails one subject for the year may not participate in graduation exercises. * Repeated
poor performance in any concept area may also require summer tutoring. « Failure of two or more
subjects, for two or more marking periods, constitutes a failure of the grade and that grade must be
repeated. Any student who fails in grades 6, 7, or 8, may not be encouraged to repeat the grade at
Monsignor Slade Catholic School.
* Any 8th grade student failing two or more subjects has failed the grade, may not attend graduation,
and will not receive a diploma.
* In any case where retention is a possibility, a conference with the administration, teachers, and
parents will be scheduled. Each case will be treated individually.
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* It is the policy of Monsignor Slade Catholic School not to advance any student working above grade
level to the next grade. No skipping of grades will be considered.

+ Students will not be retained more than once at Monsignor Slade Catholic School. Should a second
failure of a grade occur, the student will not be re-enrolled.

Graduation Requirements:
Students in eighth grade who successfully complete the course of study as outlined by the Archdiocese

of Baltimore will be awarded a diploma at the end of the school year. An eighth grade student must be in
good academic, financial, and behavior standing in order to participate in the end-of-the-year graduation
activities.

Retention:

If a student fails to successfully complete the required educational program, after appropriate
interventions have been provided, the principal reserves the right to retain the student at the current grade
level or recommend alternative placement. To retain a student in the same grade for the next academic
year, the following procedure is observed:

* The teacher addresses the student's problem at the earliest possible date and provides the student

all possible assistance to remedy this situation.

* The teacher communicates with the parents on a regular basis regarding the child’s progress. * The

teacher informs the principal by the midpoint of the second trimester of the possibility of the student's

retention.

* By mid-February, the teacher, principal, parents, (and student) review the student's work performance
to date and discuss his/her educational needs for the remainder of the year and the possibility of
retention. This meeting is followed by a written communication to the parents reviewing the content
of the meeting, including the educational plan.

* No later than the end of the second trimester, the school informs the parents in writing of the

possibility of failure/retention/alternative placement during the next academic year. « The teacher

continues to provide appropriate interventions and maintains regular communication with the

parent.

* By the mid-point of the final marking period, the school informs the parent in writing of its decision
regarding the student.

Evaluation and Assessment
The evaluative process relies on formal and informal assessments. Formal student evaluation is

obtained primarily through fixed standards of achievement including teacher-designed assessments and
standardized testing. Tests, projects, homework, class work, and creative presentations are inclusive to
student evaluation and assessment. Informally, students are evaluated on the basis of teacher observation
and verbal response to observed behavior.

Testing Program
ACRE
All students in grades 5 and 8 are given the ACRE (Assessment of Child/Youth Religious Education)

the spring of each school year. This assessment gives information for growth to each school as it
assesses how well the religious education program is forming Christian disciples. This is a school
assessment and no individual scores are given.

Standardized Tests

All Archdiocesan schools administer the achievement test designated by the Department of Catholic
School in the prescribed grades. Elementary school students in grades 2-8 are administered the MAP
Assessment three times a year to measure growth. MAP Assessment results are provided to families at
the end of the year. Pre-K and Kindergarten students are administered the Brigance Developmental

Screenings.
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V. Standards
Homework
Homework is an outgrowth of class work. It is assigned as reinforcement of what has already been

taught in class. Students are expected to complete all assigned homework on time and in a careful
manner.

Suggested time allotments for homework per day range from 30 minutes at the primary level to two
hours in the middle school. This allotment includes time for written work, study, review work, and long
range projects or papers.

Parents/guardians are expected to see that their children fulfill their homework responsibilities. If home
assignments cannot be completed because of home conditions, e.g., sickness in the family, death of a
relative, etc., students may be permitted to defer doing the prescribed work. A written explanation should
be provided to the teacher in order to obtain this permission.

At all grade levels, homework may be included in determining the subject area grade on the progress
report. When a teacher notices that a student is consistently missing assignments, he/she will notify the
parents and offer appropriate suggestions to remedy the situation.

Parents/guardians support the teachers and fulfill their supervisory responsibilities by attending to the
following:

* Reviewing the assigned work with the child

* Providing a quiet, well-equipped place of study
* Providing the time required

* Providing assistance to the child as needed

* Emphasizing with the child the need for study
* Assuring the return of the homework to school

+ Helping their children plan their time so as to complete long-term assignments* by the due date
*Some long-term work or projects may be due a week or more from the date assigned.18
A late homework policy will be communicated with families in various ways, to include the homework
website (Pre-K4-Gr. 3), Google Classroom (Gr. 4-8), and back-to-school nights.

Work Habits
* Written assignments must be neat, legible, and complete.
* Books and notebooks should be free of scribbling inside and out.
* Notebooks, folders, and other supplies must be replaced when worn or depleted.
+ Students must always have a library/chapter book to read.
* At all levels, students are required to do homework.
* Homework is important for the reinforcement of skills, for developing good study habits, and a sense
of responsibility.
* Requirements for homework are determined by the staff and communicated to the parents annually.

Make-up Work/Assignments
Students and parents can stay abreast of homework assignments by accessing Google Classroom

(Pre-K4-8). While intermediate and middle school students can select a “homework buddy” who may be
used as a contact for missed assignments, ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to check with each
teacher for missed assignments upon return.

In cases of absence due to illness, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain, complete, and submit
missed work. Students will be given one day for each day absent to make up daily work. If a long-range
assignment is due when students are absent, it is to be turned in the day the child returns to school, as
these are assigned well-in-advance. Any long-range assignments not handed in on the return day, will be
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downgraded for each day late. Missed tests and quizzes will need to be taken within a reasonable amount
of time of the student returning to school. Students should consult teachers for that make-up schedule. For
prolonged absences due to medical issues, the school will work in concert with the parents to determine
how missed work will be addressed.

In cases of absence due to vacations, assignments will not be provided ahead of time. Students will
need to consult the homework website and Google Classroom to obtain and complete homework
assignments. Homework and long-range assignments are due on the day of return. Any missed classwork,
quizzes or tests, will need to be made up in a reasonable amount of time. Students should consult
teachers for that make-up schedule.

VI. Attendance
Doors will open for students no earlier than 7:35 a.m. daily.

All students in grades Pre-K4-8 are to be at school no later than 8:00 a.m. Upon arrival, all students
proceed directly to their homerooms. All students Pre-K4-8 will attend a daily morning prayer service in the
gym starting promptly at 8:05 am.

All students will be marked late after 8:00 am.

Dismissal:
Pre-K4 (full-day program) through 8th grade - Monday through Friday - 3:00 p.m.
Pre-K4 (half-day program) - 11:30 a.m.
Pre-K4 (full-day program) through 8th grade - Scheduled half-days - 12:15 p.m.

Tardiness

Any student arriving after the designated time is considered late and must report to the front office for a
late slip. Teachers will not admit students to their homerooms without this pass. Tardiness is entered on a
student’s permanent record. It is the responsibility of the student to check with the homeroom teacher to
receive the necessary communication or work that may have been missed due to lateness. Tardiness will
disqualify a student for perfect attendance.

Should a student incur three tardy arrivals during a trimester, the school will contact parents to deter mine a
plan for prompt arrival. For each subsequent tardy arrival, students in grades 4-8 will receive a study status.
Please see page 32 regarding detentions related to accumulated study statuses. If a student is consistently
tardy, the Administration has the right to consider retention for the following academic year.

The school is not responsible for supervision of students before or after the times previously stated. The
school is not liable for any injuries or accidents, which may occur before or after the times stated above.
This is required by insurance coverage and is done for the safety of the children. Parents are advised,
therefore, to follow the times as stated above when dropping off or picking up students. Violation of this
policy will result in the assessment of fees and disciplinary action up to and including suspension or
dismissal of the student. Late pick up fees will be strictly enforced, beginning at 3:15 p.m. on full-days and
12:30 p.m. on half-days.

If the student is participating in a scheduled, supervised activity before or after the hours noted above,
specific arrangements must be made for drop-off and/or pick-up at the designated times.

Any parent picking up a student early for an appointment or other reason is encouraged to do so prior to
2:15 p.m., so as not to interfere with the regular dismissal process.

If children are participating in before- or after-school Extended Care, parents must comply with the rules
established by the program for dropping off and picking up children.

Absences
Whether your child is absent, tardy, or leaves early, his/her attendance becomes part of his/her
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permanent record. Regular attendance is considered essential for learning at Monsignor Slade Catholic
School. Students need to develop work habits and responsibilities required of all of us as we go through
life. When a student is absent from school for any reason (sick or well), a parent/legal guardian must notify
the health room by phone (410-766-7130 x 2112) or by email (absences@msladeschool.com). Please
make sure to call or email by 9:30 a.m. with the following information: child‘s name, your name, relationship
to student, the reason for the child's absence, and a phone number where you can be reached.

Students who are present for two hours or less on a scheduled full-day will be marked absent for that
day. For scheduled half-days, any student present for one hour or less is marked absent for that school
day. Students who leave early due to illness or are absent from school may not participate in any after
school or evening school-sponsored activities, such as sports, band, dances, etc.

When the student returns to school, he/she must bring a written note to his/her homeroom teacher signed
by a parent/legal guardian stating the reason for absence and validated by a doctor, if applicable. A child
may not be permitted to return to school until he/she is well enough to participate in school activities,
including recess. Since there is no indoor monitor, a student must be well enough to participate fully in
outdoor play. The school reserves the right to require a doctor’s note for absences due to illness or injury
or need for assessment/evaluation.

Absence during the year due to family vacations is strongly discouraged. Work will not be provided for
students going on vacation. Any assigned homework can be accessed through the homework website
(Pre-K4-Gr. 3), and Google Classroom (Gr. 4-8); it is expected that all homework will be handed in upon a
student'’s return to school. Missed classwork may only be obtained upon return.

If a pattern of excessive absence develops, parents will be required to attend a conference with a
school administrator. Excessive absence may jeopardize continuing enroliment.

More than 20 days absent in one school year is considered excessive. Any student who is absent 20
school days will be considered for retention, and the Associate Superintendent at the Department of
Catholic Schools will be notified.

If a student will be out of school for an extended period, whether continuous or intermittent, parents
must contact the administration regarding appropriate support of the student in fulfilling the school
curriculum. It may be necessary to arrange for a temporary withdrawal from Slade. Parents may then
register for the Home and Hospital Program in the student’s local public school district.

Early Dismissal Requests
The school discourages early departures and requests that families arrange medical and dental

appointments, etc., either after school hours, on early dismissal days, or during vacation periods. Check
the calendar for days when school is not in session. Only emergency medical and dental appointments are
to be scheduled during school hours. All students must be signed out by an authorized adult.

A written request by a parent for early dismissal is required before a student will be excused from class.
Parents are asked to send an email to (earlydismissal@msladeschool.com). If the email is being sent on the
same day as the student’s early dismissal, parents must provide ample advanced notice to ensure that the
student will be ready for pickup. In the event of an early dismissal request, we strongly encourage parents
to pick up their students no later than 2:15 p.m. so as not to interfere with the dismissal process. If a
request for early dismissal occurs more than ten (10) times per year, a conference with an administrator
may be scheduled.

Leaving early for illness, appointments, vacations, etc., will disqualify a student from perfect attendance.

Late Pick-up Fees
Any student remaining on school property after 3:15 p.m. on regular school days, or after 12:30 p.m. on

early dismissal days, will be taken inside and supervised by a staff member. A fee calculated on the length
of time of such supervision will be charged on a per family basis. The fee will be $20.00 for the first 15
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minutes or portion thereof and $20.00 for every subsequent 15 minutes or portion thereof. Parents will be
asked to sign a late pick-up log, and late fees will be charged to the family’s FACTS account. This charge is
considered a financial obligation. Failure to clear this debt will result in progress reports, re-registration,
yearbooks, and/or school records being held until payment is received.

Students involved in band, or other after-school club or activity, must be picked up within 15 minutes of
the activity’s end time. Any student with a late pick-up from an after-school activity will incur a late fee in ac
cordance with the above-stated policy.

Truancy
Truancy is defined as a student absenting himself/herself from school without parent/legal guardian

permission, or leaving school grounds without permission during the school day. Truancy may result in
disciplinary action up to and including suspension or expulsion.

High School Visitation Policy

Eighth graders are encouraged to visit high schools on vacation days. In addition, each eighth grader is
authorized to use up to three school days for this purpose; however, students will be required to submit a
completed MSCS high school visitation form for attendance purposes. We strongly discourage multiple days
out of school for high school visits. Eighth grade students are encouraged to attend the high school open
houses, both virtual and in-person. It is the student’s responsibility to get any missed homework assigned on
the day they “shadow” at a high school. This work must be turned in to the teacher(s) on the assigned due
date.

Withdrawals

When withdrawing a student, parents must contact the school registrar and complete the necessary
paperwork. Parents must sign an Archdiocesan Release of Records form and complete the Withdrawal
and Exit Interview form. All financial obligations must be met, and books and materials must be returned
before records are forwarded to another school.

VII. Health and Safety

Emergency Closings/Inclement Weather/Snow Days

Visit www.aacps.org or monitor radio/TV stations for inclement weather postings for Anne Arundel
County Public Schools. Monsignor Slade Catholic School, the Edu-Care Center and the Extended Care
Program will follow the delayed opening or school closing announcements given for Anne Arundel County
Public Schools, with the exceptions listed below. All communications will come from Monsignor Slade
Catholic School regarding delays, early dismissals, and/or closures. These will come via text, phone call,
and/or email.

* On days when Anne Arundel County Public Schools are not in session, or for school-specific
emergencies, the Department of Catholic Schools will make an independent decision regarding
closing. In such cases, delayed opening or school closing information will be provided through the
electronic notification system and on the homepage of the Monsignor Slade Catholic School website
as a red banner alert.

Emergency Drills
Monsignor Slade Catholic School has a Crisis Response Team composed of School and Archdiocesan

personnel. The team is responsible for the implementation of a Crisis Intervention Plan.

Fire drills and crisis safety drills are conducted on a regular basis during the school year. Fire drill routes
are posted in each classroom. Crisis safety drills include evacuation; reverse evacuation; lock-down; shelter
-in-place; drop, cover, and hold; and other weather-related drills. Students will be taught the expectations
and procedures of all types of drills. It is the responsibility of each student to pay attention to the directions
given during all drills. Silence during drills is required.
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Emergency Information
It is imperative that we have emergency information for each child, including parents/guardians phone

numbers. Parents/guardians must return a completed emergency card for each child by the first day of
school. Should any changes occur, the parents/guardians are expected to immediately update this
information by contacting the school office or completing a Change of Contact Information form found on
the school's website. Parents who have a restricted work phone number should supply the school with an
alternate number where they can be reached during the day.

Parents whose phone numbers are unlisted must give the school either the unlisted number or a number
where the parent(s) can be reached. It is essential that the school have this information in case of an
emergency. It will be kept in the strictest confidence. Any change of phone number or home address is to be
given to the school office and the homeroom teacher in writing within a one-week period after the change
occurs using the Change of Contact form found on the MSCS website.

Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA)
In October 1986, the U.S. Congress enacted the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA).

Under this law, comprehensive regulations were developed to address asbestos problems in public and
private elementary and secondary schools. These regulations require most schools to inspect for friable
and non-friable asbestos, develop management plans that address asbestos hazards in school buildings,
and implement response actions in a timely manner.

Our program for fulfilling these responsibilities is outlined in our asbestos management plan. This plan
contains information on our inspections, re-inspections, response actions and post-response action
activities, including periodic surveillance activities that are planned or are in progress. The plan is kept in
the principal’s office and may be viewed upon request during normal business hours.

Accident-Sickness

Students should not be sent to school if they are sick in the morning. Do not send your child to school if
he/she has: fever (100° F or higher), has been having repeated episodes of diarrhea or vomiting, or is not
feeling well enough to participate in school activities.

Students must be fever free without the administration of fever-reducing medication (Tylenol, Advil, etc.)
for 24 hours before returning to school.

Children with strep throat must have been taking an antibiotic for at least 24 hours before returning to
school.

Children with other communicable diseases will be kept home in accordance with the disease-specific
health department recommendation. All cases of communicable diseases must be reported to the health
room.

If a child becomes ill or injured at school and the school nurse feels the child is too sick to benefit
from school or is contagious to other children, parents will be notified and asked to have the child picked

up promptly.

Children are prohibited from self-administering medications on school grounds.

If children are sent to school, it is understood that they are well enough to participate in all regularly
scheduled activities from P.E. to outdoor recess. The school does not have adequate personnel for individual
supervision, so a student must be well enough to fully participate in the regular school schedule. Only those
students bearing a doctor's note will be permitted to miss a P.E. class.

Any chronic conditions, illnesses, hospitalizations, or at home student medication changes should be
brought to the attention of the school nurse as soon as possible.
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Allergies
Parents must notify the school of their child’s allergies including food allergies. A child’s physician must

renew school medication orders each year and the order must be signed on or after July 1. If a student
carries an EpiPen with him/her, the physician’s order must state this requirement.

All K-8 classrooms in Monsignor Slade Catholic School are peanut/tree nut free. Please do not send in
any peanuts, peanut butter, or foods containing nuts or nut products to be eaten in the classroom. Please do
not send in birthday foods, party snacks, holiday treats, or any other foods to be eaten in the classroom that
contain any tree nut or peanut ingredients. There will be an area in the cafeteria identified as “peanut/tree nut
safe” so that children with these allergies will not risk being exposed. Children who have nut products at
lunch can enjoy them at the other tables. If a child has a friend with a nut allergy, parents may pack a nut free
lunch so they can eat lunch together. Please indicate that the lunch is nut-free. Children may also be asked
to pack a nut-free lunch when going on a field trip, depending on the circumstances, or when eating in the
classroom.

Monsignor Slade Catholic School cannot guarantee a nut-free environment. If a child has a nut allergy,
parents should pack his/her lunches and snacks.

Monsignor Slade Catholic School has a policy allowing the availability of stock epinephrine in the health
suite for use in the event of an anaphylactic emergency. This epinephrine is for emergency use during
normal school days and is not dependent on allergy history. It is not available outside of normal school hours
or on field trips. Students with a known history of severe allergies are still expected to maintain emergency
action plans, medical orders, and their own supply of emergency medication.

Birthday Celebrations
Student birthdays may be recognized by sending in treats (please see the previous section entitled
Allergies before selecting the item you are sending in) or non-food items such as pencils or erasers to be
shared with classmates. No additional items such as balloons, presents, etc., may be sent to school. All
items must be dropped off at the front office in the morning if a student is unable to carry them; items may
not be taken to the classroom by the parent. No invitations to parties may be distributed in the classroom
unless all students will be receiving one.

Blood-borne Pathogens
A complete blood-borne pathogens standard exposure control plan has been established by the school,
can be found in each faculty handbook, and is kept on file in the office.

Child Abuse and Neglect Policy and Procedures
Maryland Law requires that all educators and other school employees, including volunteers, report

suspected abuse or neglect to the proper authorities in order that children may be protected from harm and
the family may be helped.

Our school policy supports Maryland laws in this regard and requires that all school staff report suspected
abuse and neglect to the Department of Social Services, Protective Services Division, and/or the local police
department, as well as to the principal.

Communicable Diseases

Parents must notify the school if their child is diagnosed with a communicable disease. The school is
required to notify the Anne Arundel County Health Department of certain communicable diseases. All
reports are confidential.

The following communicable diseases/conditions are necessary to report:

Animal bites/Rabies Adverse reactions to Pertussis vaccine
Measles — regular or German Tuberculosis
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Meningitis Influenza

Mumps Whooping Cough (Pertussis)

Hepatitis Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever

Food Poisoning Human Immune Deficiency

Pediculosis (head lice) Virus Infection (AIDS and all other symptomatic infections) Chicken Pox
(varicella) COVID-19 or other variants

Lyme disease

Any student with drainage from the eyes, associated with conjunctivitis (pink eye) must be kept at
home until under treatment from a doctor. A doctor’s note is required for readmission to school. Students
who have chicken pox are excluded from school until all lesions are scabbed over. Students with head
lice will be excluded from school at the end of the school day. Each child must be examined by school
personnel, have received lice treatment, be completely free of live lice, and be nit free within %2 of an inch
of their scalp before he/she can return to school and classes.

Students with Temporary Limitations

The health room should be notified if a student has any temporary physical limitations. In addition, a
doctor's note stating type and length of limitation should also be provided. Examples of temporary
physical limitations include but are not limited to: casts, medical boots, crutches, slings, braces, and out
of uniform shoes. The health room should also be notified if a student is absent due to a long-term issue
with surgery, immobility, or anxiety (ex. school avoidance or separation anxiety). The nurse should be
informed of the student’s status and any limitations or doctors’ orders related to their injury or illness.

Head/Serious Injury
If any injury to the head or any other serious injury occurs to a student, the nurse will call the parent

and send home a written report. The report is to be signed by the parent or guardian and returned to the
school. If a parent/guardian or emergency contact cannot be reached in an emergency, the school will
contact the police/ambulance for assistance.
Health Records

Upon entering Monsignor Slade Catholic School, students must have a complete physical and
required immunizations. Information on these required immunizations can be obtained from the school
office or the Anne Arundel County Health Department.

Parents are required to complete a Health Form listing all allergies, serious medical conditions,
medications, and emergency contact information. The school must be notified of any changes that occur
during the year.

State Immunization Requirements

A child may not enter school unless s/he has submitted an official immunization record or other
appropriate documentation of immunization status. The immunization record must have the month, day
and year of each vaccination, be signed by a physician or health department official, and be approved
by the admitting school. Students who are not up-to-date on the required immunizations will not be
allowed to attend school. In the case of religious objection or medical contraindication, form DHMH 896
must be submitted and kept on file. Exempted students are to be excluded from school if there is an
outbreak of the disease for which they are not immunized.

The following chart explains the Minimum Vaccine Requirements as per the Maryland Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene for children entering preschool programs and any grade, kindergarten through
the twelfth, in a Maryland public or private school:
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Dispensing of Medication

The administration of medication in school is discouraged. However, if a student’s physician
recommends that the student receive prescription or over-the-counter medication during the school day, a
medication form signed by the student’s licensed health care provider is required, specifying the start and
stop date. Forms are available in the health room or on our school website. Medication, both prescription
and non-prescription, can only be dispensed with this medication form, signed by the health care provider
and parent, specifying start and stop dates.

All medication must be delivered to the school by the parent/guardian in its original box or container.
The boxes or containers should include the following: name of medication, directions for use, time for
dispensing, name of doctor ordering the medication, date of prescription, expiration date as stated by the
pharmacist, strength of medication/dosage, and student’s name and grade. The first dose of
non-emergency medications must be given outside of school without problems.

Students may not possess, dispense, or distribute medication on their own. Under special
circumstances, individual students may be authorized by their physician to carry and self-administer
emergency medications (e.g. inhaler, epi-pens). In this case, the school nurse must be consulted. All
medication must be delivered to school by a parent/guardian.

Non-medicated cough drops may be administered to a student with a note from his/her parent.
Students must bring them in a bag with their name on it to the health room. A physician's order is not
required.

Pictures
During the year, pictures will be taken of students involved in school activities for publicity purposes,
including Monsignor Slade Catholic School’s website. A technology Acceptable Use/Media Release form
is available through SchoolAdmin. This form must be signed, granting permission for your child's likeness
to be used in publications. Should you wish that your child not appear in any publication, please indicate
that on the Talent Release form and return it to the school.
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Vision/Hearing Screening
The school follows the directives of Anne Arundel County Health Department and responds to parent’s
requests for individual testing. This testing is usually done for:

1. All new students who have not provided documentation for screening in the past year;

2. All students the year they enter the school in Grades PreK, Kindergarten, 1, and 8_or 9;

3. Grade 3 or Grade 4 if funding is available;

4. Any student with a suspected hearing or vision problem as reported by school staff or parents/
guardians.

Visitor Entry to School

In order to ensure a safe environment for your child, all school doors will remain locked during the
school day including the carport or main doors by the front office. Visitors can only gain entrance to the
building by ringing the doorbell at the carport entrance. All visitors are required to sign in at the front office
and obtain a picture identification badge before visiting any part of the school building. The visitor must
supply his/her driver’s license to be scanned into the Raptor Visitor Management System, which will
produce a picture identification badge. Visitors can assist the school in this effort by making sure to sign in
at the front office, wearing the picture identification badge while in the building, and making sure that they
sign out at the front office before exiting the building. Please do not try to gain entrance to the building by
knocking on one of the side doors.

Non-Custodial Parent/Change in Custody
Monsignor Slade Catholic School does not allow a non-custodial parent physical access to his/her child

during school hours unless the custodial parent has consented or the school has a court order permitting
access. The school will adhere to the specifics of the individual custody order/visitation agreement.

Emergency card information for each child is to be kept current. Children will only be released to
the person(s) designated on the emergency card, unless otherwise instructed by the custodial
parent/guardian.

If there is a change in custody of a child, a copy of the court order that describes the custody
arrangements must be submitted to administrative support at |.briggs@msladeschool.com in a timely
manner and will be kept in a confidential file at the school.

VIRTUS for the Protection of Children and Youth

The Archdiocese of Baltimore is committed to providing a safe environment for our children and youth
and has developed a process of screening volunteers who have substantial contact with children and
youth. This program is called VIRTUS. All volunteers are required to complete the Archdiocese of
Baltimore online compliance management system, VIRTUS. All documentation will be kept in a
confidential, safe and secure location with controlled access.

Instructions and a link to VIRTUS can be found on the Monsignor Slade Catholic School website under
Parent Volunteering. You may not volunteer in any activity in which you may come in contact with children
until the process is complete.

Please be advised that if an applicant fails or refuses to complete any part of the screening procedures,
then he/she cannot serve as a volu